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To Go Greek or not to go Greek 

 

The pressures on an incoming freshman are immense: getting along with your 

roommate; finding a new group of friends; and trying not to end up in the wrong class 

room on the first day or school.  On top of all this, a decision must be made barely two 

weeks into school whether or not you will go Greek.   

Greek life makes up about 30% of the JMU campus population, making up about 

20 chapters campus wide.   

For some, joining a Greek organization is one of the most important aspects of 

college. For others, it is not important and they decide to opt out of joining the Greek 

community.   

Deciding whether or not to make the commitment is a personal decision.  Before 

deciding you should consider your time availability, money, and what is required to join 

your selected organization.   

Freshman Jessica Williams went through the formal recruitment process her first 

semester at JMU.  She made her decision based on positive experiences she had heard 

about Greek life through others.  

“Going Greek was completely the right choice for me,” Williams said.  “It is the 

best way as a freshman to meet new people and become involved.”   

Conor Sheeran also decided to pledge a fraternity his freshman year because a 

friend from home introduced him to people in his chapter.  “ I never really thought about 



it before coming to school, but once I met all of the guys I realized it was something I 

wanted to be a part of,” Sheeran said.  “I definitely recommend doing it as a freshman.” 

On the other side of the  “Greek fence” is freshman Lindsey Wohning who 

believes that you don’t need to be in a sorority or fraternity to have a good time at JMU.  

“There is plenty to do here without joining a sorority, you definitely don’t need to be in 

one to have friends or fun,” she said.   

Wohning says that she made her decision because could never really see herself in 

a sorority.  “I am not into the organizational thing, and I also don’t think I could handle 

all of those girls!” she said.   

The decision is a big one, which can affect your experience while at JMU.  It is 

important to always keep an open mind when considering joining any organizations on 

campus, Greek or not.   

 

 

 
 


